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Saphajana Patrika laid at the feet of Sri Jagadguru
Sti Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

by his devotees in Madras and Suburbs
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Your very presence amidst them, for however brief
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Your Holiness has taken a benevolent interest in the concerns of the common

man, his work and worries, his amusements and diversions. By visiting work-
shops as well as academic hall

as the inconspicuous
mission for the welfa

new lines of thought in these chance encounters which made men see their life
and vocation as a meaningful whole, Your Holiness has shown that a sthita prajna

can also be a great humanist, that the supreme renouncer is one whose heart is
wide enough to hold the world.

places where dedicated souls carry on their unostentatious
re of the community, by asking questions and suggesting

Your Holiness’s discourses have, by their informal ease, their lambent

humour and their profound knowledge of the human heart marvellously mediated
to the common understanding the prizeless treasures of the Vedanta. By
turning the listener’s mind inward and deepening his insight, by awakening in
him the capacity to see new aspects of Truth, by bringing to him the indubitable
conviction which only words winged with authentic power could convey, the
discourses and informal talks performed for many a humble soul the office of a
regenerating samskara. The listeners were deeply impressed by the fact that,
while expounding with marvellous clarity and maintaining with uncompromising
rigour the tenets of Advaita Vedanta, Your Holiness always took the stand that
people’s faith should not be light-heartedly and irresponsibly disturbed. Men
in the far corners of the earth have heard Your Holiness’s words of wisdom,
however imperfectly conveyed, and been tpuch_ed to the quick. The world sees
today, in Your Holiness, the supreme Indian ideal embodied—the wisdom and
compassion, the universal humanity and the radiant consciousness of the One
without a second, which mark the Jivanmukta.

Your Holiness has been anxious to establish every man in the devout

' . inted Dharma. Your Holiness’s devotees in Madras are
E;?;g;rcshgf tlllllesya\sgr% able to respond to Your Holiness’s exhortations, in however
imperfect a measure, and to strengthen the organisation anc’] augment the
finances of the many institutions started under Your Holiness’s aegis. It is
our hope and prayer that they will grow with the years in strength and usefulness
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Sabhajana Patrika laid at the feet of Sri Jagadguru
Sri Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham
by his devotees in Madras and Suburbs

This large gathering of the citizens of Madras has assembled to express,
however inadequately, their sense of blessedness at having been the fortunate
recipients of Your Holiness’s gracious ministrations and theic profoundest
gratitude to Your Holiness for having imparted to the lives of millions of them
a transforming influence which can only be described as a spiritual re-birth.

During this Your Holiness’s second sojourn in the City after twenty-five
years, there was no part of the City which was not vouchsafed a visit, though the
residents of the locality—whether it was Mylapore or Mambalam where Your
Holiness stayed for many weeks at a time, or it was a small suburb where Your
Holiness spent a few hours—could not but feel that their moment of glory had
been all too brief. They can never forget the infinite compassion that made
Your Holiness respond with smiling patience and unvarying kindness, often in
spite of extreme physical exhaustion, to their loving importunities prompted by
their desire to see and hear, and to honour one who brought a ray of sunshine
and a gleam of hope into drab lives of toil and struggle. All of them, irrespec-
tive of caste or creed, felt in Your very presence amidst them, for however brief
an hour, a redemptive power for which they could never be sufficiently grateful.

Your Holiness has taken a benevolent interest in the concerns of the common
man, his work and worries, his amusements and diversions. By visiting work-
shops as well as academic halls, the busy centres where men buy and sell as well
as the inconspicuous places where dedicated souls carry on their unostentatious
mission for the welfare of the community, by asking questions and suggesting
new lines of thought in these chance encounters which made men see their life
and vocation as a meaningful whole, Your Holiness has shown that a sthiza prajna

can also be a great humanist, that the supreme renouncer is one whose heart is
wide enough to hold the world.

Your Holiness’s discourses have, by their informal ease, their lambent
humour and their profound knowledge of the human heart marvellously mediated
to the common understanding the prizeless treasures of the Vedanla. By
turning the listener’s mind inward and deepening his insight, by awakening in
him the capacity to see new aspects of Truth, by bringing to him the indubitable
conviction which only words winged with authentic power could convey, the
discourses and informal talks performed for many a humble soul the office of a
regenerating samskara. The listeners were deeply impressed by the fact that,
while expounding with marvellous clarity and maintaining with uncompromising
rigour the tenets of Advaita Vedanta, Your Holiness always took the stand that
people’s faith should not be light-heartedly and irresponsibly disturbed. Men
In the far corners of the earth have heard Your Holiness’s words of wisdom,
howeve:r imperfectly conveyed, and been touched to the quick. The world sees
today, in Your Holiness, the supreme Indian ideal embodied—the wisdom and

compassion, the universal humanity and the radiant consciousness of the One
without a second, which mark the Jivanmukta.

. Your Holiness has been anxious to establish every man in the devout
practice of his appointed Dharma. Your Holiness’s devotees in Madras are
happy that they were able to respond to Your Holiness’s exhortations, in however
imperfect a measure, and to strengthen the organisation and augment the
finances of the many institutions started under Your Holiness’s aegis. It is
our hope and prayer that they will grow with the years in strength and usefulness
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serving the high spiritual purposes that they are intended to secure, from initia-
tion into Brahmacharya to instruction in Brahma Vidya.

. Embodying in Your person the Universal that variously expresses itself 1n
d1ver§e particulars, Your Holiness sees all religions, sects, communities, languages
and literatures with an equal eye and has been dowering them all with blessings
and bounties for the furtherance of every noble and good purpose contributing
to material welfare and spiritual progress. Your Holiness’s approach to the task
of building up a united Bharatavarsha has been unique following, as Your Holi-
ness has done, in the foot-steps of Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpada, the great
exemplar and beacon for spiritual aspirants. While the problem of Indian unity
baffles politicians and economists who try to secure it by reconciling conflicting
differences, Your Holiness has been insisting that the way to abiding unity is to
inculcate the Vedantic temper which alone can make men grasp with the whole
of their hearts and minds the profound truth of the identity of all things, which
transcends and harmonises the differences and diversities of the world of
contingent reality.

Those among Your Holiness's devotees who had the rare privilege of being
instructed in the Brahma Sutra Bhashya in the company of the Sanyasins who
spent the ¢ Chaturmasya * here felt transported back through the centuries to the
time when Bhagavan Sri Sankara Himself spoke the great commentary to His first
disciples. When they listened to the words that fell from your gracious lips, all
of them, the veterans and the beginners, saw the Bhagavatpada Himself seated in
front of them conveying the Upadesa of the Adhyatma Sastra.

It has been a matter for special gratification to us all that His Holiness
Sri Jayendra Saraswati Sripadah has accompanied Your Holiness in this visit to
the city. We have been blessed by his darshan. He has enshrined himself in our
hearts by virtue of his benignly resplendant personality and by the perfect manner
in which he discharges his sacred office.

The people of Madras are so immeasurably in Your Holiness’s debt that
no words expressive of our gratitude can be even remotely adequate. But on an
occasion like this we may appropriately remind ourselves of what Sahadeva said
when he proposed that Sri Krishna should be offered the agrapuja at Yudhishtira’s

Rajasuya : :
AT FO0AFRE |
T I A TR )

It is in the same spirit of veneration for One who is ever at peace with himself,
who knows no lack, who 18 In sympathy with every human being that we all join
our palms in reverential anjali while our hearts brim over with joy and love.

Madras had the good fortune to give the lead for the countrywide celebra-
tion of the Golden Jubilee of Your Holiness’s ascension to the Kamakoti Peetha.
May the Almighty grant us the satisfaction of celebrating on a grander and more
extensive scale the Diamond Jubilee of that auspicious event with Your Holiness

in our midst.
With the earnest prayer @921 Wqea] 38 AR WA,

We humbly remain,

YoUR HOLINESS’S DEVOTEES IN THE CITY OF
MADRAS AND SUBURBS
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